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THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE  

SERVICE ANIMAL AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT ANIMAL POLICY 
 

Number  03.01.02   

Division  Student Affairs  

Date   October 5, 2021 

Purpose   The University of Alabama in Huntsville (“UAH” or “University”) is 
committed to compliance with state and federal laws regarding students 
with disabilities. This policy addresses reasonable accommodation for 
students with disabilities who require the use of service or emotional 
support animal. 

Policy  Service animals assisting individuals with disabilities are generally 
permitted in all facilities, UAH-owned housing, transit vehicles, and 
programs on the UAH campus that are open to the public or students. 

Emotional support animals are generally permitted only in UAH-owned 
housing and only when it is necessary to afford an individual with a 
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The owner/handler is required to maintain control of the animal at 
all times.  A service animal or emotional support animal must have 
a harness, leash, or carrier.  If the handler is unable to use a 
harness, leash or carrier due to the handler’s disability, the service 
animal or ESA must be otherwise under the handler’s control.  If the 
animal is not under the control of the handler, the University 
reserves the right to have the animal removed until such time as 
the animal is under the handler’s control.   

Vaccination  

All individuals must abide by current city and state ordinances/laws 
pertaining to licensing and vaccination requirements for animals.  It 
is the responsibility of the owner/handler of the animal to know 
about and comply with these ordinances and/or laws, some of 
which are noted below. ESAs that are cats and dogs must have 
current vaccination against rabies and wear a rabies vaccination 
tag. Local licensing and vaccination requirements are followed and 
must be kept up-to-date. 

Licensing  

Madison County, including the City of Huntsville, requires all dogs 
and cats more than four (4) months old to be licensed. ESA must 
wear license tags at all times which verify that the rabies shots 
required by law have been given.   

Health  

ESAs to be housed in university housing must have an annual 
clean bill of health from a licensed veterinarian. Documentation can 
be an annual vaccination certificate for a dog or a cat or a 
veterinarian's statement regarding the animal's health for an animal 
that is not a dog or a cat. The University has authority to direct that 
the animal receives veterinary attention.  

Other Conditions  

T





03.01.02 
Page 6 of 6 

Reviewed 2021 
 

V. Responsibilities of Individuals with Service Animals or 
Emotional Support Animals  
 
The University is not responsible for the care or supervision of a 


