Sole Source

The University of Alabama in Huntsville

Sol e Sou rce Justification
Requirements
Section 41-16-20 of the Alabama Code Federal requirement s of the Office of Management
Budg et (OMB circular A110 & A133) manda tes thatall contra cts of whatev er nature f or labor,
services or work or for the purchase or lease of materials, equipment, supplies or other
personal property, involving $ 5,000.00 or more made on behalf of the University of Alabama
in Huntsville be let by free and open competitive bidding by sealed bids. However, in rare and
unusual cases the Associa te Vice President of Finance & Business Services or the Director of
Procurement & Busi ness Services may waivet he competitive bid process and approve a sole
source purcha se. Completi on of this sole source justificati  on formi s requir ed for appropriate
review.

Definition

Sole Source i s procurementi n which only one vend or is capabl e of supplying the commaodity or
servi ce. This may occur wh en the good s or services are specializ ed or unigq ue in character.
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Sol e Sou rce Justification

The declarati on of a"sole sour ce" purchase must be exerci sed judicially and alway s wit h good
faith. T he good s or services "uniqueness " alone cann ot qualify the produ cer or supplier of the
good or service a s a "sole servi ce" of agood or service und er Alabama's competitive bidding
laws.

A Sol e Sou rce Justification must show tha tan equitable evaluati on of comparable products
has bee n made and tha trejecti on of unsuitable produ ctsis based on technical deficiencies or a
combinati on of oth er reasons. In cases wh ere no oth er comparable sourcei s known, wheth er at
the manufactur er or distributor level, technical descripti on of thi thaner



